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Greener Pocklington is a locally based group, formed to help combat the climate
crisis and habitat loss through active projects in and ardaacklington.

For more information see:
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/319897665596314
https://greencorridors.co.uk/

Introduction

Melbourne is a small village about 15 km
southeast of York, situated within the Lower
Derwent Valley in the Humber basin. This{ow
lying landscape of fertile alluvial soils supports
valuable floodplain habitats but is largely
dominated by agricultural landrhe Lower
Derwent Valley carries multiple conservation
designations, including National Nature Reserve
(NNR), Ramsar Site, Special Protection Area
(SPA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC), and

On behalf of Melbourne Parish Council, three

small woodlands were surveyed to provide an
evidencebased assessment of their habitat

quality, species composition, and management

needs. The Parish Council, which has declared
AGasStT | Wbl i @B A @S AGEB$ NF 3.
enhance biodiversity within these woodlands

through favourable management that will

improve their health and ecological condition.

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). It plays a As the woodlands have no official names, they

key wle in the hydrology of the Humber basin
and is internationally important for breeding
waders and nationally significant wintering
waterfowl.

are referred to here from west to east as
Woodland A, Woodland B, and Woodland C
(Figurel). Woodland A is the only site directly
connected to neighbouring woodland, while B
and C are isolated pockets within intensively
managed farmland.
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Figurel. Map of the three woodlands and the surrounding landscape. The overlapping designations of The Lower Derwent
Valley are shown by the green, white and red dashed patterns. Other habitats are presented in various shades. Arable land is
shown in cream, grakmd in light green, woodland as dark green, water bodies in blue and urban/built up areas as purple or

orange.

Surveying methods

A Woodland Condition Assessment (WCA) was
carried out for each site on 23 August 2025. The
WCA was developed jointly by the Forestry
Commission, Natural England, the Woodland
Trust, and Forest Research to provide a
standardised method for assessing woodian
condition, allowing comparisons to be made
both locally and nationally. The results can be
measured against national thresholds (Good,
Moderate, Poor)giving an overview of the
condition andhighlighting issues that may need
to be addressed to improvéé score.
Woodlands scoring above 35 (out of a
maximum of 39) are classed as being in good
condition; those scoring between 26 and 35 are
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considered moderate, and those scoring 25 or
below are regarded as poor.

Flora and fauna were recorded in each
woodland. Bird species were identified using
both visual observation and song or call
recognition. Plant species were assessed using
the DAFOR scale (Dominant, Abundant,
Frequent, Occasional, Rare), which provides an
estimate of relative abundance. On this scale, D
represents very high abundance €2®©0%

cover), while R represents very low abundance
(0c10% cover).



To support the enhancement of woodland
ecology the UK has developed one of the most
advanced hierarchical habitat classification
systems: UKHab. Widely embedded in planning
legislation, UKHabnderpins Biodiversity Net
Gain (BNG) habitat mapping and provides the
most robust benchmark for describing
ecological condition and biodiversity. Within a
planning context, this framework is typically
dzaSR G2 laaixday |
where higher values indicate habitats in
favourable ecological conditioithe condition
of each woodland is used to determine their
respective biodiversity value serving as a
baseline measureéAs woodland management
and restoration measures take effect, thasait
values are expected to rise, providing a
guantifiable measure of ecological
enhancement over time.

Survey findings

All threewoodlandsare predominantly
broadleaved and are likethe remnants of
18th¢20th century plantings originally
established to provide shelter for livestock and
crops.Each woodland includes narative

species such as Sycamore and Horse Chestnut,
which were introduced to Britain in the 16th

and 17th centuries respectively. These
woodlands are therefore considered to be
planted or secondary in origin, rather than
seminatural or ancient. As such, they generally
lack the longierm ecological continty and
characteristic species assemblages associated
with ancient or longestablished semmatural
woodland typesWoodlands B and C were
KSyO0S OflaairfTASR | a
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In addition to the nomative tree species, two

of the woodlands contain invasive nomtive
plants. Himalayan Balsam was frequent in the
wetter areas of Woodland C, while large stands
of RhododendrorfRhododendron ponticujm
were recorded in Woodland A and have spread

inté adjangrk ioodBhdfcazadtmen®. Both & A G S =

species pose ecological risks by outcompeting

native ground flora. In particular, the Himalayan
Balsam may contribute to further soil and bank
erosion along the marging ®/oodland C.

Bird communities across the three woodlands
were typical of small, broadleaved woodland
habitats. Most species recorded are listed as
WDNBSYQ dzy RSNJ G KS
Concern 5 (BOCC5) assessment, indicating they
are not currently of consentimn concern.
Woodpigeon and Wren were the only species
NEO2NRSR ¢AGK W!'YodoSNDR
Sparrowhawk presence was noted from a
moulted feather found near the entrance to
Woodland AA full list of species recorded in
each woodland are included Appendix I.

Photographl. Himalayan Balsam in Woodland
(General Lane)
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Woodland A - General Lane

The General Lane Woodland covers
approximately 0.6 ha and is characterised as
wet woodland. Alder and Birch are frequent
throughout, with a notable depression in the
north-east portion of the site that holds water
during wetter months. A large pond, locale
towards the southern boundary, was dry at the
time of the survey but supported Bullrush
(Typha sp.) along its margi(®hotograph?).

Ddz2 Q& 2 2 2the siet® NReAdN Jvith
New Covert and Park Wood situated further
beyond. Together, these form part of a wider
network of woodland compartments, including
a substantial stand of Birch to the east

The woodland canopy and understorey are
dense in the northern section, and access is
restricted by a ditch running the length of the
site. Vegetation becomes more open towards
the south, where Birch is more dominant and
contributes significantly to the qumity of
standing and fallen deadwood. Rhododendron
is frequent in the northern area and in adjacent
woodland parcels, posing a risk of further

spread and competition with native ground
flora.

The site supported the highest diversity of lsird
recorded during the survegnd mammals
includingGrey Squirrel and Rabbiere also
observed Numerous fungal species were
observedon living and fallen trees. This signifies
the woodland has a healthy fungal community
in which fungi decompose and recycle nutrients
as well as forming symbiotic relationships with
the trees.The high degree of ecological
connectivity withthe surrounding woodlandat
this sitefacilitates species movement and
nutrient exchage, enhancings biodiversity
potential compared with isolated woodlasdf
similar size.

Photograph?. Dry pond withmarginalvegetation.

5| Page



Woodland B - Kidd Lane

This isolated woodland is around 0.5ha in size
with a large area of open space in the centre.
The woodland has poor structure with very little
understorey vegetation aside from large holly
shrubs towards the north and east. Two
prominent nornative BoxleavedHoneysuckle
(Lonicera nitidashrubs occur near the centre
and the southern end shows signs of becoming
saturated with water in wetter months with
Willow and Alder trees present.

There are more honeybee hives around the
central open space of the woodland compared
to the Main Street site. Two large shrubs near
the centre. A slight depression is located near
the south western corner which collects water
in wetter months as evidencdualy the willow
trees situated along the edge. Evidence of
nutrient enrichment is also present at the site
with nettle abundant across most of the ground
along with ground elder. This is most likely
coming from the adjacent field, runoff from the
road and pssibly atmospheric deposition.

Common assemblage of avifauna present at the
site along with the presence of dised
pheasantries to the east and evidence of
pheasants having been present from dropped
feathers.

R i pR L\ /gl S
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Photograph3. Seasonally wet area alongside the road.
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Photograph4. Two Boxeaved Honeysuckle shrubs.
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Woodland C - Main Street

The site has two main district habitat types, one
broadleaved woodland and one scrub with forb
species. The scrub compartment is largely
composed of Hawthorn with the remainder
made up of species adapted to wet and
waterlogged soils such as Rosebay willevth
Goldenrod. Much of this area had no overstorey
and included roadside vegetation and is
bounded byScamland Draialong the eastern
boundary.

Common bird species were present with
evidence of blue tit breedings well as
evidence of use by carrion crow/jackdaw and
woodpigeon by the number of feathefiiom
these speciesn the ground along with a few
from a buzzard and pheasant.

Evidence of high nutrient enrichment from
surrounding farmland has resulted in nettle
dominatingthe open areasNettleis a

nitrophilous (nitrogeAloving) species that

thrives on soils enriched with nitrogen and
phosphorus. It is faggrowing, clonal, and highly
competitive, producing dense stands that shade
out slowergrowing woodland herbs. Its
extensive rhizome system allowgo spread
rapidly once conditions are favourable.

One unexpected finding was the presence of a
large puftball mushroom(Photograptb). These
edible, large fungi typically grow on grass verges
and woodland edges and recycle nutrients for
decaying plants and other detritus.

Photograptb. Giant puffbal{Calvatia gigantea).
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Woodland condition

The condition of each woodland were A desktop assessment tife proportion of
calculated from five assessment plots in each favourable land coveusing the magic.gov.uk site
woodland. The indicators at each plots were to estimate the percentage of land cover in a
used to give an overall score for each indicator 5.6km radius of the woodland (see Appendix Il).
which then gives the overall condition of the The estimated percentage of favourable
woodland. landcover around the woodlands is 12.1%.

Tablel. Condition scores for each woodland

Condition indicator Woodland A qudland B Wopdland C
(General Lane) (Kidd Lane) (Main Street)
Age distribution of trees 3 2 3
Wild, domestic and feral herbivore damage 3 3 3
Invasive plant species 1 2 2
Number of native tree and shrub species 2 2 2
Cover of native tree and shrub species 2 2 2
Open space within woodland 3 1 2
Woodland regeneration 3 2 2
Tree health 2 2 2
Vegetation and ground flora 2 1 2
Woodland vertical structure 1 2 1
Veteran trees 2 1 1
Amount of deadwood 3 3 3
Woodland disturbance 3 2 2
Total score ( /39) 30 24 27
Condition Moderate Poor Moderate
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Biodiversity value

Using the most recent version of the Statutory
Biodiversity Metric, the area and condition of
each woodland weresedto calculate their
baseline biodiversity value (measured in
Biodiversity Units, or BUs). This provides a
quantifiable measure ahe current ecological
valueof each siteand forms the foundation for
assessing potential gains resulting from habitat
enhancement or restoratioactivities No

locally defined strategic priorities have been
adopted for East Ridinghus thecorresponding
fields were completed to reflect the absence of
Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS).

Table2. UKHab classificatiand biodiversity units of
each woodland.

Name UKHab  Biodiversity
classification units (BU)
Woodland A Wet 79
(General Lane)  woodland '
Woodland B Other
oodian broadleaved 1.8
(KiddLane)
woodland
Other
qudland C broadleaved 4.8
(Main Streej
woodland
Total 13.8

Only the wooded areas were included in the
initial calculations. However, Woodland C also
contains approximately 0.2 hectares of mixed
scrub, consisting of a diverse assemblage of
shrub species and tall forbs that are in
comparable ecological condition the

adjoining woodland. When this scrub area is
incorporated into the assessment, it contributes
an additional 1.6 BUs, increasing the overall site
total to 15.4 BUs.

oJ

Photograph6. King Alfred's Cake (Daldinia concentrioa)
a fallen Birchtree in Woodland A.

o §

Photograph7. A Sparrowhawk feather found at the
entrance of Woodland A.

9| Page



Opportunities for
enhancement

Woodland A- General Lane

The wet woodlanaf General Lanachieved
the highest condition score of the three
surveyed sites and requires the least
management intervention overall. It scored
lowest in only two assessment categories:
WLy @ ar@sS tftlyi

deliver the greatest improvement towards
I OKAS@GAY3 |y 2@SNIff

The most pressing issue is the presence of
Rhododendron, ainvasivespecies that poses a
significant threat to woodland health.
Rhododendron forms dense thickets that shade
out native ground flora, inhibit natural
regeneration, and its pollen has been found to
be toxic to honeybees. Several large stands
were recorded acrossiultiple woodland

parcels, and their removal should be prioritised.

{ LIS OA $ & ipdicptgrsgeongesningnative spegies diefgity A o
{ G NHzOG dZNB Q@ ¢ | dldedsButd | OFH PN A v

Following clearancenatural regeneration of
native shrub and ground flora communities is
expected to occur.

The woodland would also benefit from selective

tree thinning to increase light penetration to

the forest floor. Removal should prioritise non

native species such as Sycamore, thereby

creating opportunities for native trees and

shrubs to establish. This arvention would

AYLINR @S LISNF2NXIyOS Ay
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enhance ecological value. Pollarding or creating
artificial wounds, cuts, and crevices in healthy
trees can mimic natural ageing and storm
damage, providing early habitat opportunities
for deadwooddependent speies. Creating log
piles in shaded, damp areas will also support
invertebrates and fungi. Where trees are felled
for management or timber purposes, retaining
stumps in situ to decay naturally will further
O2yGUNROGdzG S G2 (KS
biodiversity interest.

arasaoa R
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Woodland B Kidd Lane

As the smallest of the three surveyed sites, the
Kidd Lane woodland has relatively limited
potential for condition improvement due to its
isolation within intensively managed farmland.
Nonetheless, meaningful ecological gains can be
achieved by focusing awo key priorities: the
development of a more diverse ground flora

and the enhancement of woodland structural
complexity.

The abundance of Ground Eld@&egopodium
podagrarig and Common Nettl¢Urtica dioica
indicates elevated soil nutrient levels. These
competitive, nutrientloving species
outcompete other plants and inhibit the
establishment of a more diverse ground layer.
Implementing a cuandremove management
regime, undertaken two to three times perae
and with all cut material removed, will gradually
deplete nutrient levels in the topsoil over time.
This will create more favourable conditions for
a wider range of native woodland herbs and
grasses to establish.

Introducing native shrub species such as Hazel
(Corylus avellanaHawthorn Crataegus
monogyng, BlackthornPrunus spinoga
Dogwood Cornus sanguingaand Elder
(Sambucus nighavould increase species
diversity and provide valuable nesting and
foraging habitat for birds. These species would
also serve as an appropriate replacement for
the nonnative Boxleaved Honeysuckleushes
currently present toward the centre of the
woodland.

Photograph8. View of the western woodland edge with
potential for ecotone creation from roadside verge (right)
to understorey vegetation beneath the canopy (left).
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Woodland G Main Street

The northwest corner presents potential for
improvement through the management of
Bindweed Calystegia sp, which currently
forms extensive ground cover. Similarly,
nutrient-enriched areasre dominated by
Nettle, HogweedHeracleum sphondyliuyand
Comfrey Symphytum sptoward the centre of
the site These species have proliferated in
response to a large canopy gap, where
increased light and soil nutrient levels have
encouraged their dominance. Implementing a
cut-and-remove management regime two to
three times per year, with all arisings removed
from site, will progressively reduce soil nutrient
levels and promote the recovery of a more
diverse and stable ground flora.

The northern and eastern margins, particularly
along the stream corridor, present
opportunities for invasive species control.
Targeted removal of Himalayan Balsam
(Impatiens glanduliferashould be prioritised as
part of a multiyear management programme,
with plants pulled before seed set (typically
around June)t is recommended that an
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experienced team leads these efforts to prevent
further dispersal of the seed during the process.

9y KIyOSYSyid 2F (GKS
structure represents another key opportunity.
The site currently supports a mature canopy but
lacks an intermediate shrub layer and
understorey. Introducing native shrub species
such adHazel, Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Dogwood
and Eldemwould diversify habitat structure,
improve foraging and nesting resources for
birds, and increase overall ecological resilience.
To support this, selective tree thinning
particularly in areas of dense canopy cqver
would enhance light perteation and create
suitable conditions for shrub establishment and
natural regeneration.
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